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ourselves as a strong people disdaining to strike, we should
cease to fear Englishmen whether as soldiers, traders or
administrators, and they to distrust us. Therefore if we
become truly non-violent, we should carry Englishmen with
us in all we might do. In other words, we being millions
would be the greatest moral force in the world, and Italy
would listen to our friendly word.
The reader has, I hope, by now perceived that my
argument is but a feeble and clumsy attempt to prove my
axioms which to be such must be self-proved.
Till my eyes of geometrical understanding had been
opened, my brain was swimming as I read and re-read
the twelve axioms of Euclid. After the opening of my eyes
geometry seemed to be the easiest science to learn. Much
more so is the case with non-violence. It is a matter of faith
and experience, not of argument, beyond a point. So long
as the world refuses to believe, she must await a miracle,
i.e. an ocular demonstration of non-violence on a mass
scale. They say this is against human nature—non-violence
is only for the individual. If so, where is the difference in
kind between man and beast?
Harijan, 12-10-1935
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Now the talk centered on a discussion which was the
main thing that had drawn the distinguished members to
Gandhiji.
"Is non-violence from your point of view a form of
direct action?" inquired Dr. Thurman. "It is not one
form, it is the only form," said Gandhiji. "I do not of
course confine the words cdirect action' to their technical
meaning. But without a direct active expression of it,
non-violence to my mind is meaningless. It is the greatest
and the activest force in the world. One cannot be passively
non-violent. In fact 'non-violence' is a term I had to coin
in order to bring out the root meaning of Ahimsa. In spite

